






1. ROOT CAUSES

People donƬt just leave their homes and families. Forced migration has various causes, in
which European policy often plays a role. These include trade agreements that disrupt
local economies, arms exports that contribute to regional instability, and inadequate
actions against global warming, making more and more areas uninhabitable.

Through close cooperation with partner countries and international organisations,
Europe can implement a targeted strategy aimed at sustainable development, peace and
security. This will ultimately lead to a significant reduction in the pressure of forced
migration and make voluntary returns more likely to be a realistic and sustainable
option.

“If we want peace, we have to work for justice. That means
building a better world not only for ourselves, but also for
others.” ƨ Desmond Tutu
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Seven out of ten people fleeing conflict or persecution stay within their own region. For
example, 77% of Syrian refugees find shelter in one of Syria’s neighbouring countries.
Cooperation and solidarity with the countries in these regions are therefore needed
more than ever. The majority of refugees stay in the host country for more than five
years. It is crucial that they have direct access to quality asylum procedures and
reception. Although politicians often talk about the importance of reception in their own
region, this message remains hollow without concrete support for these regions.
Organizations such as UNHCR and local civil society organizations are facing a shortage
of funds, leading to forced cuts in essential aid delivery.

Protection is more than just a tent or roof over one’s head. First of all, there is a need for
access to legal residence and protection against deportations. But access to legal aid,
education, the legal labour market and health care are also of great importance.
Research shows that such support to refugees in their first country of arrival has an
impact on the number of people who subsequently migrate on to Europe (1).

A determined and effective European Union commitment to resettlement acts as a
strong motivation for countries in the region to invest in protection measures. This once
again illustrates the principle of international solidarity. By supporting the regions of
origin in developing good protection and reception facilities, we can also expect a
greater commitment from the countries in nearby regions.

     2. ASYLUM AND RECEPTION SYSTEMS IN REGIONS OF ORIGIN

ƯSafety and well-being cannot be seen in isolation. Providing a
safe haven for those fleeing war and persecution is not only an
act of solidarity, but an obligation of all of us.”– Kofi Annan
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Innovative funding of programmes
and projects that improve the living
conditions of refugees. This funding
is provided not only to large
organizations such as UNHCR, but
also to refugee-led organizations.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Strong agreements that build bridges with
first countries of asylum and other
countries that receive refugees. These
agreements must be concluded with a focus
on ‘protection-for-protection’. This means
that these countries develop a high-quality
protection system with financial support
from the European Union, in exchange for
European solidarity in the form of
resettlement and other safe and legal
pathways for people on the move. Progress
towards this objective is closely monitored
through effective quality controls.

Active diplomacy for refugees, making
Europe an international leader in enhancing
protection in regions where there are many
refugees. 

This is done by investing in the capacity and
knowledge of services in Belgium and areas
where many refugees reside. In the event of
serious violations such as pushbacks and
deportations, the government intervenes,
whereby systematic violations can lead to
sanctions.
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8. SUSTAINABLE RETURNS AND TRANSPARENT AGREEMENTS

Opportunities for return with a view to a sustainable future perspective are necessary
for a progressive asylum policy. Policies that facilitate a greater number of legal
pathways encourage a dynamic of back-and-forth migration. This makes talks about
return not only more realistic, but also more feasible. It is important to stress that
voluntary return is preferable to forced return, which should only be considered as a last
resort, after a thorough evaluation of all available alternatives.

In addition, it is crucial that readmission agreements are characterised by transparency
and are subject to parliamentary scrutiny. These agreements should not include
sanctions against partner countries and should be based on a balanced partnership that
respects the interests of all parties involved. Such a balance typically fosters stronger
loyalty and adherence to agreements by both parties.

In recognition of improved cooperation on returns, facilitations in visa requirements
could be considered, as well as initiatives aimed at addressing the root causes of forced
migration. This brings us back to the core of this policy model, where cooperation and
mutual benefit are the guiding principles.

“Transparent and fair readmission agreements are essential for
building trust between countries and ensuring the rights of
migrants.” – European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA)
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Readmission agreements must be
transparent and subject to
parliamentary scrutiny. Such
agreements should not impose
sanctions on the partner countries, but
should be based on a balanced
partnership with mutual benefits that
respect the interests of all partners
involved.

A fair agreement is generally
better respected by both parties.
In exchange for improved
cooperation in the field of return,
benefits such as easier visa
access or initiatives to tackle the
root causes of migration can be
used.

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Sometimes,
the courage 
to build a bridge 
is all we need 
to get past 
the obstacles 
in our lives.




