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Introduction by our Chairman

Dear reader, 

 

Over the past year the Caritas International team has done 
everything in its power, with a great deal of flexibility, 
creativity and in difficult working conditions, to cope with 
the challenges presented by the pandemic.  

We had no choice but to change our way of working, but 
our ultimate goal has always remained the same: working 
with people in vulnerable situations to find solutions to 
acute problems, while creating opportunities to allow them 
to become more resilient and to take control of their own 
lives again.  

The results are there for all to see, as evidenced by this 
report which includes a number of concrete examples and 
an overview of our activities in 2020. Results we achieved 
together with the people who asked for our help, despite the 
uncertainty, the anxiety and the high degree of restrictive 
circumstances they were also confronted with. Results which 
are certainly also thanks to the fruitful collaboration with 
the international Caritas network and local, national and 
international partnerships, the financial support provided 
by supporters and donors, as well as the enthusiasm of our 
volunteers and employees.

I address my sincere thanks to all of these people, both at 
home and abroad, who have made all of this possible.

Together we have ensured to improve the living conditions 
of many people and to allow them to feel a bit more at home 
in our world. At the same time, we must realise that the 
challenges for the years ahead are enormous! The United 
Nations’ objective to end poverty by 2030 will have been 
hit hard by the coronavirus. According to the World Bank’s 
figures, the pandemic has pushed an estimated 60 million 
more people below the poverty line of 1.9 dollar in 2020.

But we can truly make a difference together!

Frank De Coninck 
Chairman

“The pandemic has pushed an estimated 

60 million more people below the poverty 

line of 1.9 dollar in 2020, according to figures 

published by the World Bank. The challenges 

for the years ahead are therefore enormous. 

But we can truly make a difference together!”

Frank De Coninck, chairman
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Community Sponsorship

Most refugees worldwide stay within the region of their 
home country. For those who do not receive the necessary 
protection or integration opportunities there either, and 
are unable to return home, the resettlement programme 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) offers a way out. Refugees are then transferred 
to a third country that has agreed to grant them a durable 
right of residence. 

As part of this resettlement programme, Caritas International 
(in partnership with Fedasil) launched a community 
sponsorship pilot project in 2020. This innovative initiative 
allows resettled families to be hosted by a group of committed 
citizens. This reception group provides the family with 
housing and support in their insertion, for at least one 
year. In fact, finding a place to live is the first essential step 
in the integration process. This search is a big challenge 
and is the first obstacle that the group aims to tackle. The 
reception group sponsors the project by paying part of the 
rent. In addition, it also takes charge of everything else 
related to integration support: administrative guidance in 
various services, language learning, work, leisure, building 
a social network, etc.

Caritas International prepares the reception group before 
the refugee family arrives. Once the family has settled in, 
we make our expertise available through a helpdesk and 
training sessions. 

By the end of 2020, three local networks of engaged citizens 
were active, each taking care of the reception, housing and 
integration of a Syrian refugee family with the support of 
Caritas International.
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Number of returnees provided with reintegration 
support by Caritas
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Some figures at the end of
the project  

60% of the Ugandan households involved in 
the programme now enjoy 3 meals a day. At 
the beginning, this percentage was only 13%.  

93% of the refugees involved in the two host 
sites are now growing vegetables, compared 
to 69% at the beginning of the project.  

28,372 households (refugees and host 
community in Uganda) received tools 
and drought-resistant seeds during the 
implementation of the programme (2019 and 
2020) through a voucher. 

“Today the farmers and other groups 
better understand their options after 
participating in the different activities of 
the programme. They have helped to bring 
about change in their lives and, thanks to 
the skills they have acquired, they have 
also developed more self-esteem and 
confidence so that they can now take on 
other roles, improve their income and 
become self-sufficient.” 

 An external evaluation by Henry Emoi Gidudu 
& Edmond Malilo Owor, Consulting Team

Empowerment in a world on the move

The five-year programme, funded by DGD and implemented by Caritas International and its local partners, ends in 2021. 
As a reminder: it aims to improve food security by developing the organisational and technical capabilities of vulnerable 
families and communities in Burundi, Ethiopia, Haiti, Niger, DR Congo and Rwanda. The project in Belgium, focusing on 
raising awareness and mobilisation, is a collaboration between Caritas and Commission Justice & Paix (CJP). 

Since its start in 2016, we have received a positive interim evaluation and in 2020 we have started to draw up a follow-up 
programme for 2022-2026, together with our Caritas partners and with CJP. Sustainable change will form an important 
part of this process.
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Financial report 2020*

Results Account 2020

REVENUE IN € %

Donations  4,737,236.83   18.91

Donations via Consortium 12-12  16,610.87   0.07

Legacies  2,416,648.43   9.65

Wallonie - Bruxelles International  397,966.38   1.59

Brussels Capital Region  5,000.00   0.02

Région Wallonne  32,500.00   0.13

Towns, provincies…  25,000.00   0.10

Multilateral institutions  788,908.69   3.15

Enabel -28,791.46   -0.11

Belgian Government - DGD  3,497,491.24  13.96

Belgian Government - Fedasil  7,894,425.30   31.52

Coordination et Initiative pour Réfugiés 
et Etrangers

 1,738,578.53   6.94

11.11.11  48,746.61   0.19

European Union  855,988.59   3.42

Foundations, other Caritas …  104,467.05   0.42

European Reintegration Network  1,538,098.30   6.14

Subsidies for employment (Actiris, 
Maribel, …)

 338,862.36   1.35

Other operating income  317,025.23   1.27

Financial products  145,178.58  0.58

Total without exceptionnel  24,869,941.53   

Exceptionel products  179,323.60  0.72

Total with exceptional  25,049,265.13  100

EXPENDITURE IN € %

Reception of asylum seekers  9,768,585.00   39.07

Programmes migrants (frontline - 
guardianship - integration)

 411,807.00   1.65

Voluntary return  1,145,699.00   4.58

International cooperation  8,922,869.00   35.68

Communication and mobilisation
 · Education
· Fundraising
· Advocacy
· External communcation
· Internal communication 

 1,328,799.00  
 40,452.00   

 639,672.00   
 222,614.00   
 338,326.00   

 87,734.00   

5.31
0.16
2.56
0.89
1.35
0.35

 Operating costs
 · General operating costs 
 · Inheritance taxes

 3,427,483.24  
 2,716,513.24   

 710,970.00   

13.71
10.86

2.84

Total  25,005,242.24   100

RESULTS  44,022.89   

Increase (-) / Decrease (+) of designated funds -44,022.89  

Result to be reported  0.00

* Result approved at the general meeting in June 2020
More information: www.caritasinternational.be
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Expenditure 2020
 Asylum and migration: 11,326,091.00
 International cooperation: 8,922,869.00
 Communication and mobilisation: 1,328,799.00
 Operating costs: 3,427,483.24

Revenue 2020
 Donations and legacies: 7,170,496.13
 Public funding: 15,345,449.40
 Other: 2,533,319.60








