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Who we are

Caritas International is a Belgian non-governmental 
organisation. Within Caritas Belgica, it is the 
Belgian member of a global network of 165 Catholic 
organisations working together in 200 countries and 
regions. 

Our vision

Caritas International works towards a world of peace, 
solidarity and justice, in which the dignity of each person 
is a fundamental value and wealth is shared between 
everyone. Caritas International is inspired by a Christian 
vision of man and society, based on the gospel. Every 
person, wherever they live, has the right to a dignified 
life and should be able to enjoy their fundamental rights. 
Access to healthy food, clean drinking water, medical 
care, education, employment and decent housing should 
be guaranteed.

Our work is founded on the values of solidarity and 
subsidiarity. No country or organization can solve all 
problems on their own. Only by joining forces can we 
expect to achieve sustainable solutions.

Our mission

Caritas International gives support to victims of war, 
natural disasters and poverty, whether they are in their 
country of origin or migrants on the run. This is done 
in collaboration with the national and international 
networks that Caritas International is a member of. We 
carry out our mission irrespective of one's background, 
nationality, sex, political, philosophical or religious 
beliefs. Caritas International helps the most vulnerable 
people and supports them in finding durable solutions.

Caritas International and our partners provide effective 
assistance in the case of crisis. Following the initial 
emergency phase, we set up rehabilitation and 
development projects in order to enable the beneficiaries 
to become self-sufficient. 

Caritas International receives asylum seekers and 
defends their rights as migrants with material, social and 
legal aid, whether in Belgium or in their country of origin. 
We fight against the injustice and difficulties that our 
beneficiaries face and work to improve the process and 
find solutions. We use our expertise to provide the public 
all over the world with information and education.

Caritas International
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 3 Humanitarian crisis in Ukraine

The hostilities between pro-Russian separatists and 
government troops continued in 2015, resulting in 
different flows of refugees. In Ukraine alone, 1.2 million 
people have fled. The instability and human rights 
violations are not the only major problems near the 
front line in the region. Houses, schools, hospitals and 
orphanages are in ruins. Food, water and medicine 
are rare. The electrical lines and water pipes are 
damaged. In the best-case scenario, the authorities are 
overwhelmed with requests – in the worst-case scenario, 
they are paralyzed. Ukraine is experiencing inflation and 
a financial crisis that is all but paralyzing the economy. 
At the end of 2015, the number of Ukrainians in need 
of emergency aid due to the cold and violence was 
estimated at 5 million.

Caritas helps the most vulnerable victims

Caritas Ukraine brought a massive amount of aid to the 
center and east of the country: distributing food and 
water, clothing, hygiene kits and diapers for babies. 
They brought medical care and medicine to the sick and 
wounded. Furthermore, they organized psychological aid 
for children and adults. Thanks to financial assistance 
for rent, repairs or heating, they tackled the housing 
problem. 

Caritas International maintained its winter program 
that reached 17.475 vulnerable victims: single mothers, 
households with more than three children or family 
members with a mental or physical disability, as well 
as elderly people without familial support. They live in 
the countryside close to the conflict areas and receive 
little or no support in comparison with people looking to 
find refuge in the city. People also moved further inland 
and are dispersed over almost the entire territory. Again, 
the local Caritas offices were involved to lend their 
assistance.

“We want to intervene where the needs are greatest. 
Among other things, this means that we bring aid to the 
elderly at home and we do not expect them to come to 
us for distributions. Today, we also remain true to our 
social vision. And we will always be there, even when the 
international organizations have left our country once 
again.” 

Andriy Waskowycz, president of Caritas Ukraine

Informing and fundraising 

The conflict is dragging on and although its political 
significance makes the news, international aid is 
lagging. This is why Caritas International organized, in 
collaboration with Caritas Europa, a visit to our partner 
Caritas Ukraine in the Kharkiv region. Eight journalists 
had the opportunity to see the humanitarian crisis 
firsthand and to discover the assistance offered by 
Caritas Ukraine. The crisis was also addressed in ‘One 
Humanity, Zero Poverty’ on RCF radio – a monthly half-
hour program where we can bring up the topics we want.

The call for help by our Caritas partner, which for lack of 
financial means was not able to provide the necessary 
assistance, motivated us to raise funds using a mini-
campaign. We did this, among other things, through 
advertisements published in La Libre Belgique and 
Humo, publications that give editorial attention to the 
situation. However, the earthquake in Nepal suddenly 
required our full attention. We had to change course and 
the response was lower than expected: € 36.000.
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Overview of 2015 Activities

Co-financing Programs (equity and institutional funds)

Emergency aid and rehabilitation 

Development 

Country Project Title Date Budget Donor
Contribution of 

Caritas International

Contribution 
of Caritas 
International

Burundi Sustainable improvement 
of food security in Muyinga 
province, phase 2

2012-2015 1.776.041,86 Fonds Belge 
pour la Sécurité 
Alimentaire

315.185,11 15%

Burundi Integrated development in 
Kasenga (PADI)

2010-2014 525.413,28 DGD 52.947,43 20%

Burundi Multi-actor programme for 
improving food security in 
the Cendajuru, Gisuru and 
Kinyinya communes

2013-2018 1.764.706,00 Fonds Belge 
pour la Sécurité 
Alimentaire / 
CTB / WBI

384.237,17 15%

DR Congo Project synergy II, 
second fase of a project 
that supports farmers' 
organisations

2015-2016 144.000,00 DGD 47.773,47 

DR Congo 
- Burundi 
- Rwanda

Support programme for rural 
community development 
in the Great Lakes region, 
phase 2

2012-2015 4.212.836,26 DGD (Plan 
Trienal) / WBI / 
Wereldmis-
siehulp

46.535,72 20%

DR Congo 
- Burundi 
- Rwanda 
- Haïti

Support programme for rural 
community development

2015-2016 3.346.985,00 DGD/ Caritas 
Linz

1.548.249,57 20%

Ethiopia Food security for vulnerable 
families in the Ganta-
Afeshum and Gulomakda 
woredas (eastern Tigray)

2009-2014 3.495.600,00 Fonds Belge de 
Survie / provin-
cie West-Vlaan-
deren / Onder-
nemers voor 
Ondernemers

96.955,69 15%

Ethiopia Sustainable agriculture 
and more food security by 
supporting integrated self-
reliance

2014-2016 3.300.000,00 UE /SHARE 219.963,83 10%

Mongolia Develop the capacity of 
cooperatives in the rural 
regions of the Gobi-Altai 
province

2013-2016 500.295,62 UE 30.000,00 10%

Niger Participative and 
decentralised food security 
project in Dakoro

2014-2016 1.885.455,41 FBSA 774.633,65 15%

Palestine Strengthening the local 
economy in the territories of 
east Jenin

2014-2016 251.559,87 DGD 76.156,00 20%

Palestine House renovation 2015 52.160,00 Abbé Pierre 30.018,15 20%

Rwanda Food security in Bugesera 
(PASAB II) 2009-2014 3.229.493,00

Fonds Belge de 
Survie / WBI

62.190,99 15%

Total 3.684.846,78

Country Project Title Date Budget Donor
 2015 expenditures 

in euro

Bosnia
Emergency aid and rehabilitation for flood victims 2014 100.000,00 VAIS 15.250,00 

Burundi
Improvement of living conditions for repatriates, 
displaced persons, and residents of the Burundi-
Tanzania border, Ruyigi Province

2013-2015 575.000,00 DGD 73.358,58 

DR Congo
Reintegration of 5650 displaced and returned 
families, and rehabilitation of a stretch of an 
agricultural service road, Orientale Province 

2012-2014 1.009.195,00 DGD 14.443,32 

DR Congo
Food security for displaced/returned populations 
following the violence in 2010, Equateur Province

2013-2014 1.009.448,00 DGD 29.784,65 

DR Congo
Multisector aid project for 3000 vulnerable 
families in the Kilwa and Kasenga dioceses

2013-2015 770.500,00 DGD 113.631,89 

Lebanon
Emergency aid for vulnerable Syrian refugees. 2013-2014 533.750,00 DGD 74.418,46 

Liberia
Restarting medical care in a leading hospital 
in Monrovia

2015 200.000,00 Brussels 
Capital

180.000,00 

Niger
Emergency aid for vulnerable Syrian refugees. 2013-2014 1.577.571,00 DGD 56.811,33 

Syria
Emergency aid for displaced families received 
by the local population. 

2015-2016 150.000,00 VAIS 100.000,00 

Serbia
Emergency rehabilitation aid for flood victims 2014 100.000,00 VAIS 15.250,00 

South Sudan
Semi-commercial food production in the green 
belt of South Sudan to prevent food shortage

2015-2016 859.959,00 Switzerland 110.083,59 

Total 783.031,82
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ASSETS 2015

Ubohjcmf!Ǣyfe!bttfut 5.080.236,68    

Joubohjcmf!Ǣyfe!bttfut 15.072,90   

Gjobodjbm!Ǣyfe!bttfut 5.976,34   

Amounts receivable within one year 2.595.437,42   

Cash investments 5.490.652,40   

Liquid assets 4.540.775,60   

Accruals and deferrals 638.064,90   

Total 18.366.216,24

LIABILITIES 2015

Funds of the organisation 2.880.472,41

Social liability 2.288.421,09

Eftjhobufe!gvoet!gps!efǢofe!qspkfdut 9.521.586,16

Eftjhobufe!gvoet!gps!opo.efǢofe!qspkfdut

QspǢu!dbssjfe!gpsxbse 720.190,49

Capital subsidies 14.089,50

Provisions 1.222.400,00

Debts payable after one year

Debts payable within one year 1.598.987,46

Accruals and deferrals 120.069,13

Total 18.366.216,24

2015 Balance sheet in euro

You can help...
Make a donation
Share your festive joy
Organize a fundraiser
Become a volunteer
Provide housing
Organize a workshop on asylum and migration
Think of Caritas International in your will

With heartfelt gratitude.
www.caritasinternational.be

Responsible editor
François Cornet, general manager Caritas International 
Rue de la Charité 43 
1210 Brussels
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